
 
 

April 27, 2020 

 

The Honorable Betsy DeVos 

Secretary 

United States Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20202 

 

Dear Secretary DeVos: 

 

We write today to express deep concerns about the slow disbursement of Emergency Financial 

Aid Grants to Students under Section 18004(a)(1) of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act and the guidance the Department of Education issued on April 21.  We 

ask for your support to ensure students promptly receive this emergency aid and that the 

guidance be changed to allow all students to receive assistance. 

 

The Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students program under the Higher Education 

Emergency Relief Fund provided by the CARES Act is intended to help students in need right 

now as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  On April 9, your department announced that the 

more than $6 billion available would be disbursed “immediately.”  Unfortunately, that has 

proven wildly inaccurate. 

 

It was reported that as of April 20 only $6 million of this funding has been disbursed to colleges 

and universities.  Students across the nation are in financial distress as they struggle to cover 

expenses related to campus disruptions due to COVID-19, including food, housing, course 

materials, technology, health care, and childcare costs.  The funding your department has not 

provided would go a long way to addressing these needs. 

 

Colleges and universities initially experienced technical difficulties, dealt with confusion on how 

to apply for the funds, and waited for guidance on how funds could be used.  Now applications 

that have been submitted wait to be processed.   

  

What we have heard from the Department of Education on why so little money has been sent out 

amount to nothing more than excuses.  A pandemic is not the time to pass the buck but to take 

responsibility for what has happened and work expeditiously to correct problems. 

 

And, while we appreciate that your department finally issued guidelines on the use of these 

funds, said guidelines are extremely problematic.  It restricts funds to those students who have 

applied for or could apply for financial aid under Section 484 of the Higher Education Act.  This 

excludes DACA recipients, international students, students in basic adult education and dual 

enrollment courses who do not have a high school diploma.  It also effectively excludes students 

not already receiving financial aid because schools likely would not know if a student meets the 

requirements of Section 484 unless they have already applied for or are receiving aid. 

 



 

This narrow guidance goes against the broad language of the CARES Act and the congressional 

intent of providing help to all students.  In this extraordinary time we should not be dividing 

students based on immigration status or unduly limiting aid.  This pandemic has upended the 

lives of all students from coast to coast, and colleges and universities should have the flexibility 

to help those in need. 

 

We request that you immediately help students most in need during these unprecedented and 

challenging times and ensure emergency financial aid grants are fully distributed in an efficient 

manner.  Additionally, we request you change your guidance to allow all students access to this 

vital aid.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Eric Swalwell 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Bonamici 

Member of Congress 

 Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie Craig 

Member of Congress 

 Debbie Dingell 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eliot L. Engel 

Member of Congress 

 Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruben Gallego 

Member of Congress 

 John Garamendi 

Member of Congress 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia R. Garcia 

Member of Congress 

 Al Green 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

   

Jahana Hayes 

Member of Congress 

 Jim Himes 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Horsford 

Member of Congress 

 Chrissy Houlahan 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jared Huffman 

Member of Congress 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Kirkpatrick 

Member of Congress 

 Dave Loebsack 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Meng 

Member of Congress 

 Stephanie Murphy 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Grace F. Napolitano 

Member of Congress 

 Katie Porter 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harley Rouda 

Member of Congress 

 Jan Schakowsky 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bradley S. Schneider 

Member of Congress 

 Donna E. Shalala 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darren Soto 

Member of Congress 

 Greg Stanton 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dina Titus 

Member of Congress 

 Rashida Tlaib 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Welch 

Member of Congress 

 Frederica S. Wilson 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Cindy Axne 

Member of Congress 

 Tony Cárdenas 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Sean Casten 

Member of Congress 

 David Cicilline 

Member of Congress 

 

 



 

/s/  /s/  

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr 

Member of Congress 

 Danny K. Davis 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress 

 Diana DeGette 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Val Demings 

Member of Congress 

 Ted Deutch 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Marcia L. Fudge 

Member of Congress 

 Jesús G. "Chuy" García 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Josh Harder 

Member of Congress 

 Alcee L. Hastings 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Kendra S. Horn 

Member of Congress 

 Sheila Jackson Lee 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

William R. Keating 

Member of Congress 

 Jim Langevin 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

John B. Larson 

Member of Congress 

 Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Alan Lowenthal 

Member of Congress 

 Betty McCollum 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Jerry McNerney 

Member of Congress 

 Gwen Moore 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 

Member of Congress 

 Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 



 

/s/  /s/  

Eleanor H. Norton 

Member of Congress 

 Jimmy Panetta 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 Max Rose 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Member of Congress 

 Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Linda T. Sánchez 

Member of Congress 

 Albio Sires 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Adam Smith 

Member of Congress 

 Bennie G. Thompson 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

David Trone 

Member of Congress 

 Juan Vargas 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/  /s/  

Nydia M. Velázquez 

Member of Congress 

 Debbie Wasserman Schultz 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 


